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The Never-Ending Cycle

This experiment demonstrates how some water
pollutants can be removed during the natural water
cycle.

Collection

* The amount of water on earth has always remained basically the same.

Fun Facts/Information:

* Water is constantly moving in the water cycle.

* During the water cycle, some pollutants can be removed naturally.

Learning Objectives:
* Observe the steps of a water cycle.
e Describe what happens to the water.

* Observe how evaporation can naturally clean water.

Materials:

e 1 clear plastic cup
Salt
Water

e Spoon

1 teaspoon

1/4 teaspoon

Procedure:

1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

Pour 2 teaspoons of water into your clear plastic cup.

Add 1/4 teaspoon of salt to the water in the cup.

Using the spoon, stir the water until the salt completely dissolves.
Think about how you can remove the salt from the water.

Place the cup onto a counter or windowsill with direct sunlight.
Leave the cup in the selected spot for at least 5 days.

Make observations daily. (cont’d)



Discussion Questions:
* |In what ways can you remove the salt? Is there a faster way?
* What happened to the water after 5 days?
* How does this help understand how the water cycle can help clean water on earth?
* |s the water that evaporates from the ocean salty?

* What part of the water cycle did this experiment demonstrate?

For more activities, please visit us at www.alcosan.org/educational-activities.



http://www.alcosan.org/educational-activities

